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Bass Line / 12 bar Blues 
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1: quarter notes using only the notes in the chords.  Root on beat 1 for every new chord.

I

&bb ?
II V I

?bb
1 3 5 7 1 5 7 3 1 7 5 3 5 1 7 3

?bb
1 3 7 3 7 1 5 3 1 7 5 7 5 3 1 3

2: Quarter notes using notes of the chords and 1/2 step above or below new root when chord changes
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1 3 5 7 1 5 3 1 1 7 5 3 1 7 5 1

2a: if the chord doesn’t change (eg. you have two or more bars of the same chord) 
    you don’t need to play the root on beat one.*
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